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ABSTRACT
North Carolina senior colleges and universities

awarded 6.3% more degrees in 1971-72 than in the previous year. Data
provided by the 47 public and private senior institutions show that
26,214 degrees were awarded in 1971-72 compared to 24,669 in 1970-71.
The increase occurred at all levels -- bachelor's, first professional,
master's, and doctor's. This document presents a breakdown of the
degrees awarded by institution and type of degree and by field of
study, type of degree and sex of recipient. (Author/HS)
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UNIVERSITIES, 1971-72
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INATING IT POINTS OF VIEW OR OPIN.
IONS STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY
REPRESENT OFFICIAL OFFICE OF EDU-
CATION POSITION OR POLICY

North Carolina senior colleges and universities awarded 6.3 percent more
degrees in 1971-72 than in the previous year. Data provided by the 47 public and
private senior institutions and compiledby The University of North Carolina
show that 26,214 degrees were awarded in 1971-72 compared to 24,669 in 1970-71.
The increase occurred at all levels---bachelor's, first professional, master's,
and doctor's. The number and percent change at each level for 1971-72 as well as
for 1970-71 and 1969-70 are as follows:

Degree

1969-70 1970-71 1971-72

Number
Percent Change
Over 1968-69 Number

Percent Change
Over 1969-70 Number

Percent Change
Over 1970-71

Bachelor's 18,590 5.8% 19,851 6.8% 20,764 4.6%
First
Professional 568 -10.8 669 17.8 795 6.4

Master's 3,178 -0.4 3,426 7.8 3,892 13.4
Doctor's 634 14.0 723 14.0 763 5.5

Total. 22,970 4.7 24,669 7.4 26,214 5.9

lysesc2ites. Earned degrees conferred by the public and private senior
institutions are classified under four general types: 1) bachelor's, 2) first
professional, 3) master's, and 4) doctor's. Medical degrees (M.D. and D.D.S.)
are included in the "first professional" type. For definitions of the various
types, see page 5.

Public Senior Institutions. The 16 public senior institutions granted
17,519 degrees in the 12-month 2eriod ending June 30, 1972. This total is a

\4) 7.2 percent increase over the 16,254 degrees conferred during the year ending
June 30, 1971.

Of the 17,519 degrees conferred by the public senior institutions during
1972, 13,167 were bachelor's, 353 first professional, 3,479 master's, and 520
doctor's. The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill led the public in-
stitutions in percentage of total degrees granted by each type. The Chapel Hill
institution conferred 21.4 percent of the total.bachelor's, 90.7 percent of the
total first professional, 38.1 percent of the total master's, and 60.6 percent
of the total doctor's degrees.
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Fields of study in which the largest number of degrees were awarded at the
bachelor's level were education and the social sciences. The number to education
was 3,369.5 and in social sciences 2,492. At the first professional degree level,
228 of the degrees awarded were in law and 125 in health professions. At the
master's level, 1,444 were in education and 311 in health professions. At the
doctor's level, 93 were in biological sciences, 85.5 in social sciences, 70 in
education, and 51 in physical sciences.

More degrees were granted to men than women. Men received 55.4 percent
of the degrees at the bachelor's level; 94.6 percent at the. first professional'
level; 56.0 percent at the master's level; and 83.8 percent at the doctor's level.

In certain fields of study, however, women earned more degrees than men.
These fields were education, fine and applied arts, foreign languages, the health
professions, home economics, letters, library science, and psychology, at the
bachelor's level; fine and applied arts, foreign languages, home economics,
letters, library science, and public affairs and services at the master's level;
and foreign languages and home economics at the doctor's level. In no major
fields of study at the first professional level did women earn more degrees than
men.

Private Senior Institutions. A total of 8,695 degrees vete conferred by
31 private senior institutions (including Bible colleges) during the year ending
June 30, 1972, an increase of 3.3 percent over the 8,415 granted during the
previous year. The 1971-72 total comprised 7,597 bachelor's, 442 first profes-
'ional, 413 master's, and 243 doctor's degrees. Duke University led the private
institutions in degrees granted. Duke conferred 15.0percent of the bachelor's
degrees, 66.5 percent of the first professional, 81.8 percent of the master's,
and 97.5 percent of the doctor's degrees.

The areas of study in which the largest number of total bachelor's degrees
were conferred by the private senior sector were social sciences (1,970) and
education (1,501.5). The largest number of total professional degrees were con-
ferred in law (217), health professions (157), and theology (68). The largest
number of total master's degrees were in education (122), social sciences (88),
and health professions (46). The largest number of total doctor's degrees were
in social sciences (59) and biological sciences (46).

The pattern in the sex of degree recipients for the private institutions
closely.corresponded to that of the public institutions.

Private institutions conferred no degrees in several fields of study, for
example, area studies and library science. Private institutions conferred more
degrees than public in theology and interdisciplinary studies at the bachelor's
level; in health professions and theology at the first professional level; and
in theology at the master's level.

A detailed report on degrees conferred by North Carolina institutions,
containing current and past statistics, is scheduled for publication in The
University of North Carolina's forthcoming Statistical Abstract of Higher
Education in North Carolina, 1972-73.
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WHAT ARE DEGREES?

Since 1642 academic degrees have been conferred by American colleges and
universities. In Forth Carolina, as elsewhere, the number and variety of academic
degrees have grown concurrently with the diversification of higher educational
opportunities. Throughout the collegiate world degrees continue to serve as the
cliief formal recognition of the successful completion of specific programs of
study. Degrees conferred by North Carolina's colleges and universities are one
measure of the contributions of these institutions to the state and to the nation..
Co=mmonly accepted definitions of degrees are as follows:

Associate Degree
AltholIgh data on associate degrees granted are not included in this
report, the following definition is included as general information.
The associate degree is awarded upon completion of at least two but less
than four years of work beyond high school. Usually the degrees of
associate in arts and associate in science are based on work that is
wholly or chiefly creditable towards a bachelor's degree. Usually the
degree of associate in applied science is based on work in one of the
occupational- technical fields and representL, preparation for immediate
employment.

Bachelor's Degree
A degree granted upon completion of an educational program requiring at
least four but not more than five years of academic work in the liberal
arts, sciences, and professional fieldi.

First Professional Degree
A degree which signifies the completion of the academic requirements for
a sel,:ted profession, which is based on an educational program requiring
at least two academic years of previous college work for entrance and
which requires a total of at least six academic years of college work
for completion. Examples of first professional degrees are the bachelor
of lawsl(LL.B.), doctor of dental surgery (D.D.S.), and doctor of medicine
(M.D.) degrees.

Master's Degree
A degree customarily granted upon successful completion of one academic
year of work (sometimes two) in the liberal arts and sciences beyond
the bachelor's degree.

Doctor's Degree
The highest academic degree in a given discipline or profession, based
generally on 1) three or more years of graduate work, 2) satisfaction
of a foreign language requirement, and 3) completion of a special study
resulting in a dissertation approved by a committee of the faculty.
Examples of doctor's degrees are ti& doctor of education (Ed.D.), doctor
of public administration (D.P.A.), doctor of public health (D.P.H.),
and doctor of philosophy (Ph.D.).
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